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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. 2011 Australian Drinking Water Guidelines

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The latest version of the Australian Drinking Water Guidelines (ADWG) was released on Friday 28th October (see e Flash #143). Last week DERM sent information to all councils regarding the impact of the updated guidelines on the Drinking Water Quality regulatory framework for Queensland Service Providers (SPs).  This information is summarised below.

Key additions have been summarised by DERM and include:

· additional discussion to support a risk-based approach for the management of drinking water services,

· further information on pharmaceuticals and endocrine disrupting chemicals, 

· a revision of the monitoring advice chapters, 

· additional microbiological and pesticide fact sheets,

· health guideline values for many more pesticides, and 

· new or revised health guideline values for nine other chemicals.

The good news is that there is no immediate impact from the updated guidelines for creating and implementing Drinking Water Quality Management Plans. However, the changes are relevant as the current monitoring and reporting framework (i.e. Incident reporting) relies on the ADWG and refers to the ‘current version’ of the document.

At present all Service Providers must report (as an incident) the detection of any substance in drinking water above the ADWG health guideline values (as well as detections of any substance for which there is no value). A summary of key changes for all health guideline values  is available at (see document at http://www.qldwater.com.au/DWQ) 

Further Information

· The ADWG can be downloaded at: http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/_files_nhmrc/publications/attachments/eh52_aust_drinking_water_guidelines.pdf
· For further information on the impact of ADWG changes to Queensland regulation contact Anne Gardiner (DERM) on 3247 0355.
· For any other enquiries contact Rob Fearon (rfearon@qldwater.com.au or 3252 4701).
· The ADWG update was accompanied by the release of an updated version of the Community Water Planner (http://www.communitywaterplanner.gov.au/login?return=) which is a tool for small communities to identify risks and management actions relevant to drinking water services. The tool may provide additional assistance to complement the DWQMP templates distributed by DERM. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. Legislative Change About Seepage Water Approvals

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Legislation changed on 28 October 2011 to allow Sewerage Service Providers (SSPs) to consent to the discharge of ‘seepage water’ to sewerage infrastructure, in a similar manner to trade waste approvals. This was not allowed previously as seepage water was listed as a ‘prohibited substance’ but was a need commonly expressed by members.

Seepage water is considered to be water that seeps from the ground into structures built below ground level such as lift wells, underground car parks and tunnels. Note that seepage water from mining or petroleum activities (as defined under the Environment Protection Act 1994) may not be permitted to be discharged to sewer.

Specifically, the Water Supply (Safety and Reliability) Act 2008 (Chapter 2, Part 6) now allows a SSP to give a person a ‘seepage water approval’ to discharge seepage water to sewer, if satisfied—

· the amount, type and strength of the proposed discharge will not harm the sewerage infrastructure or the health and safety of anyone working on the sewerage infrastructure; and 

· the sewerage treatment plant to treat the discharge is capable of treating the seepage water to an acceptable level.

The approval may have conditions and it can be suspended or cancelled where justified. 

The South East Queensland (Distribution and Retail Restructuring) Act 2009 has also been amended to extend the investigation and enforcement powers of ‘trade waste officers’ (now renamed “discharge officers”) appointed by the distribution-retail entities in SEQ to ensure they have the compliance powers in respect to seepage water. 

Further Information

·         The amendments (contained in the Waste Reduction and Recycling Act 2011) can be viewed at http://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/Bills/53PDF/2011/WasteRedRecB11.pdf
·         Further information on the amendments can be obtained from the Urban Water Policy unit of DERM by contacting Michelle Marrinon (3330 6023) or Peter Vance (3330 5809).

·         For any other queries, please contact Rob Fearon (rfearon@qldwater.com.au or 3252 4701). 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3. QPS NEW Suspicious Activity Reporting System for Critical Infrastructure 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Queensland Police Service has announced that a new and simple process has been developed for owners and operators of critical infrastructure (C/I) and priority sites (P/S) to report suspicious activity.  This process has been developed in consultation with the Security Intelligence Branch and Policelink.  It has been developed to ensure central recording of all suspicious activity across C/I and P/S in Queensland to allow analysts to put together the most complete picture and avoid missing important information.

The process is designed to be quick and easy whilst being flexible so as to fit a range of stakeholders policies and procedures.  QPS ask that owners and operators of C/I or P/S complete the template available on our website and email it to the email address PoliceLinkPriority@police.qld.gov.au.  Further details are contained in the reporting template and flyer also available on our website at www.qldwater.com.au. (Members must log in first)

This process will commence on Friday the 4th of November 2011. The reporting template will also be available on the Safeguarding Queensland website at http://www.safeguarding.qld.gov.au/suspicious.htm .
Please note that this process is only for owners and operators of C/I and P/S and the regular National Security Hotline 1800 123 400 or Crimestoppers 1800 333 000 will continue to be used by members of the public and other business owners and operators.

If you need more details contact John English at the Stakeholder Engagement Unit, Counter Terrorism Strategic Policy Branch on 07 3406 3679 or email English.JohnM@police.qld.gov.au.
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